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Wessington springs loses post home 

     On June 18th when a tornado ripped through the community of 
Wessington Springs—lives were changed, homes and businesses were de-
stroyed.    
     One of the businesses destroyed was the American Legion Post 14 home.   
     During the State Convention, Legionnaires passed the hat and collected 
funds to assist Post 14.    
     Anyone wishing to donate to Wessington Springs Post 14 can send their 
donations to Dennis Brenden, South Dakota American Legion State Head-
quarters, PO box 57, Watertown, SD 57201.    
     Past Department Commander Norman Tapken also lost his home in this 
tornado.  

Heroes Among Us—

showcasing 125 South Dako-

ta veterans. 
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Free admission for veterans to the 

showing of d-day Normandy extended 

     Wells Fargo was very pleased with the turnout for the June 
6-7 showings of D-Day Normandy—550 patrons viewed the film 
of which 300 were veterans receiving the free admission.    
     As such, they have extended  free admission for veterans  
and military personnel for the July 4th weekend as well! 
      
For show times visit:  https://www.washingtonpavilion.org/
Online/default.asp?
doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::l
oadArticle::article_id=427B14BA-71E4-4106-8300-
3EB65D-
FAA981&sessionlanguage=&SessionSecurity::linkName= 
 
 
 
 

Vietnam veterans honored in aberdeen 

     Family, friends and fellow veterans gathered at the Brown County Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Aberdeen’s Anderson Park this week to honor 14 Aberdeen American soldiers who died during the 
Vietnam War. Brown County VSO Aaron Walberg and Assistant CVSO Kathy Schlecht attended the 
ceremony.       
     The Aberdeen Exchange Club purchased 14 flags to fly in their honor during holidays.   It is their 
hope that the flags will serve as a reminder to our youth as to the cost of freedom and to honorour 
heroes. 
     The 14 flags will fly during holidays throughout the year in memory of:  
Leonard E. Anderson - Navy, 10/27/1965 
Ronald R. Schnaidt - Air Force, 04/05/1967 
Lanny R. Krage - Marine Corps, 04/21/1967 
Joel C. Kervin - Army, 05/03/1967 
Charles J. Milbrandt - Army, 05/13/1967 
Bernhardt W. Miller - Army, 11/10/1967 
Vern J. Fried - Marine Corps 02/07/1968 
Richard F. Rennolet - Army 04/14/1968 
William E. Pasch - Army, 05/11/1968  
Dennis R. Volk - Army, 06/05/1968 
Donald D. Korb - Army, 06/21/1968 
Edgar D. Matthews - Army, 06/03/1970  
Donald D. Layton - Army, 08/04/1970 
Lonnie L. Stern - Army, 01/03/1971 
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     Rain or shine, nor South Dakota winds im-
pact the RAV open houses.     
     County and Tribal Veterans Service Offic-
ers hosted19 open houses during the month 
of June.  This brings the total to 62 open 
houses since March 1st. 
     Recently the Department purchased tent/
canopies to utilize at outdoor events.  
      
 

     We appreciate all the work that the County 
and Tribal Veterans Service Officers have 
done in hosting these events as well as con-
ducting the phone campaign.  Working to-
gether we will make our goal of reaching 
South Dakota’s veterans.      
  Currently, there are 18 open houses sched-
uled for July.     

Rav events move forward, Rain or shine 

     Currently, the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veter-
ans Home has openings for single male and single 
female veterans.  
     There is a short waiting list for married couples 
and nursing care. Veterans and spouses should ap-
ply and tour anyway to prevent any delays when 
openings occur. 
     As  always, we encourage people to call Ralph 
Sowder with questions or to schedule a tour to see 
the facilities and to see first-hand the great life-style 
afforded at our State Veterans Home.    
 

No Waiting List at State Veterans Home 
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Heroes among us 

     Clarence  (Cactus) Guenthner was born January 4, 1923.  At  the time of World War II he was   
farming south of Armour, South Dakota.  His brothers were all in the service so he took it upon him-
self to volunteer.   H was inducted into the Army on December 21, 1943 and, entered active duty.   
He was honorably discharged on December 5, 1945.  While serving his country he served as a com-
bat infantryman. 
     Upon arriving in Germany he was assigned to Company C, 120th Regiment of the 30th Division.  
After being in country a short time, he and his squad were brought into a briefing and told there 
were about 8,000 Germans out there, but not to 
be too concerned, as they had them surrounded.    
     Orders were given for them to move forward 
to a small hill and set up surveillance just north of 
their present position.   When they arrived they 
soon realized the Germans had them surround-
ed.   A small schoolhouse was spotted with the 
door ajar.   They dashed inside to hide, hoping 
the Germans hadn’t spotted them, but they had 
and the soldiers were ordered to come out.    
Cactus said, “Suddenly we could all speak Ger-
man as there was no doubt as to what was 
said!!!” 
     After being taken prisoner, they were 
marched to a small billet which would be home 
for the next 11 months.  Their shoes and pants 
were taken from away from them, to be returned 
just an hour a day when they were let out to use the latrine.   Cactus said “their daily ration was a 
small loaf of hard bread  and a raw potato per man. The diet never changed.   However Clarence 
said, “they didn’t treat us bad, they just starved us, making us too weak to do anything.” 
     “One day we were peeking out the window and saw the Germans take a group to the shower 
building and they turned the gas on them and they all perished and were hauled away,” said Clar-
ence.   “Two days later our group was marched over to the shower building and ordered inside.  
We were all scared and figured this was it.   But we showered and were returned to the holding 
building.” 
     After 11 months of captivity we figured out that Americans were in a village two miles away.  
“One evening when we were let out to go to the latrine we all ran for the village, said Clarence.  It 
was an escape, but I don’t think the Germans cared.” 
     Clarence was discharged out of Camp Roberts in California and returned back to Armour where 
he spent the rest of his life.    On October 17, 1948, he married his wife Jean and they’ve been mar-
ried 65 years.  Clarence remembers that after about two years of being married, he received a letter 
from the Army stating that he was overpaid eight dollars on his discharge.   This was when my wife 
found out I had been a POW.   My wife and I scraped up the money and sent it in.     
     Clarence and his wife are retired and living on their own.  They both plan to be buried in the 
Black Hills National Cemetery.   “But for now,” Clarence said, “I have no worries except for when my 
next tee time is!!!”   “Love that golf.” 
     Thank you Clarence for your service to this great country!!!!!!! 

Clarence and his wife Jean 
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2014 
Jul. 7—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—BHNC—9:00 am 
Jul. 9—Brass Choir from the 147th Army Band will perform at SFVAHCS—CLC3 
Jul. 9—Patriotic Concert at the Veterans Memorial Park -147th Army Band will perform—7:00 pm 
Jul. 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am 
Aug. 6—DOL Veterans/Guardsmen/Reservists/Spouses Job Fair—Augustana College Elmen Center—
10:00  am—2:00 pm 
Aug. 20—Annual SFVAHCS Show and Shine 
Aug. 22—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Sioux City, IA 
Aug. 25-29—NACVSO Training Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
Aug. 30— 727th  DAV 10th Annual Charity Poker Run—Brookings—10:00 am 
Sept. 5—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Watertown 
Sept. 11—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Wagner 
Sept. 19—SFVAHCS Stand Down—Sioux Falls 
Oct. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—BHNC—9:00 am 
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